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rwilliams@dlnewspapers.com

Kate Smith stared at
a must-make six-foot
putt on the 18™ hole to
secure her fifth straight
state championship, and
watched as it came to
a final revolution and
dropped in, securing her
record-breaking title and
the fourth team cham-
pionship in the last five
years for Detroit Lakes.

“That was crazy,” said
Smith. “I don’t know how
that went in. It’s amazing
and to share it with my
team as team champions,
I couldn’t ask for more.”

Visitation junior Anni
Heck shot 68 to Smith’s
70, pulling even at the
turn and putting the pres-
sure on during the final
nine holes. The two were
tied at hole 16 and Smith
stared at an always tough
uphill putt on 18 with a
chance for sole posses-
sion of the championship,
but left the putt short,
forcing the tense six-foot-
er to make par and share
the title with Heck.

“Thank God,” Smith
said. “The whole length
of the putt, it was the
slowest six-footer I've
ever watched. I was al-
ready coping. I thought it
wasn’t going to go in.”

Smith was not at her
best Wednesday, but fin-
ished the day and her
high school career as
Minnesota’s best. Smith’s
fifth championship, of
which she has shared
three (2013, 2014, 2016),
is a new state record in
Minnesota. She had pre-
viously shared the mark
of four titles with Katie
Detlefsen (2004-07) of Min-
nehaha Academy.

“I played as well as
I had to, I guess,” said
Smith. “Not my best, but
I definitely hit some good
shots coming in.”

leads Lakers to fifth title,
breaks individual record
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TOP: KATE SMITH reacts to making her final putt to assure a fifth individual state Class AA title Wednesday in
Jordan. Above left: Abby Schramel finished in sixth place individually to reach the podium with champion Kate
Smith. Above right: Head coach Cali Harrier and Kate Smith laugh about the smell of chicken in the air on the
18th fairway, keeping a very tense situation light, as they have for six successful years together.

Head Coach Cali Har-
rier walked up the final
hole with Smith for the
last time and stuck to the
chemistry she and Smith
have used to find success
for the past six years,

ROBERT WILLIAMS/TRIBUNE
RYAN PASKEY led the Laker boys at this year's state
tournament and will head up five returning starters
with state experience next season.

since Smith first played
Ridges at Sand Creek in
Jordan when she was
12-years-old.

“I knew I couldn’t get
emotional; we talked
about how we could smell

BY ROBERT WILLIAMS
rwilliams@dIlnewspapers.com

The Laker boys golf
team held steady in fifth
place during a marathon
14-hour day of 27-plus
holes of golf after a tough
start Tuesday, filled with
weather delays.

“We played pretty
good,” said head coach
Bob Gorden. “We didn’t
finish both rounds a little
bit and that probably cost
us third place in the tour-
nament.”

While the girls tour-
nament was largely unaf-
fected by weather, aside
from an early two-hour
delay Tuesday, evening
storms wreaked havoc
with the boys scheduling,
allowing only six to eight
holes of the 36-hole tour-
nament to be played the

chicken in the air,” Har-
rier laughed. “For the
six years I've coached
Kate, we’ve always kept
it light. We don’t get real
serious and that’s what
we did today again. When

she looked at me after she
made that putt, I knew...
the six years I've had
with her as a golfer, but
to know her as a person
too and what a great per-
son she is...that’s what’s

CLASS AA STATE BOYS GOLF

Laker boys finish in fifth place

first day.

”You have to play the
course and play whatev-
er you’re dealt,” Gorden
said. “We got the short
end a little bit, but that’s
the way it goes some-
times.”

State champion Derek
Hitchner, a sophomore
from The Blake School,
found a way through the
turmoil in setting a new
tournament record at
10-under (134).

Alex Wilson of Holy
Family Catholic was the
state runner-up at 145.

Hitchner’s  11-stroke
victory largely made
up the difference in the
championship team
scores, as The Blake
School defeated Holy
Family by 15 shots, 589 to
604.

Minnewaska and Her-

mantown tied for third
place at 614, followed by
the Lakers (620), Roches-
ter Lourdes (652), and Al-
bert Lea (666).

Sophomore Ryan Pas-
key led Detroit Lakes
during both rounds,
shooting a 152 (+8) to fin-
ish in a tie for 12" place
overall with Jordan’s
Jake Pieper, Breck’s Mac
Turner, Delano’s Austin
vanSytzama, Herman-
town’s Dylan Samberg,
and The Blake School’s
Campbell Morrison.

As a team, DL got off
to a great start before the
Tuesday interruption,
with all six golfers fin-
ishing within two shots
of each other, led by Pas-
key’s 38.

“I was happy with
what we saw the first
round with all that confu-

tough; we’re going to
miss that.”

Smith and Harrier em-
braced at the side of the
green amid tears, in an
emotional end to their
run together.

Junior Abby Schramel
will lead next year’s team.
Schramel was strong both
days at state, making the
podium in sixth place,
tied with Ally Tiedeman
of Crookston.

DL sophomores Mad-
die Herzog and Lauren
Tschider placed 12 and
38th overall, respectively.

“It was a very odd
bunch; everybody count-
ed during the season,”
said Smith. “You nev-
er knew who was going
to play well. I'm just so
proud of them right now
that they pulled through.
There’s so much pressure
on this course. They han-
dled it really well.”

Eighth-grader Shelby
Busker shot a backside
46 to put up DL’s fourth
score and help secure
the team championship.
Busker played on the 2015
state-runner team that
lost a three-shot day one
lead to Red Wing.

“Shelby grinded at
the end; we needed her
to come in and she did,”
Harrier said.

Fellow eighth-grader
Anna Cihak matched her
day one score of 95 in her
first trip to the state meet.

The victory was the
fifth team title for DL
(2006, 2012-14) in nine
appearances. The Lak-
ers have never finished
worse than third place at
state.

“Ithink that this cham-
pionship was different be-
cause we weren’t ranked
number one all season,”
said Harrier. “We were
the underdogs and hav-
ing that fifth champion-

GIRLS to page 2B »

sion,” Gorden said. “We
had probably the six best
scores and everybody
played pretty solid.”

Junior Aaron Schna-
thorst and sophomore
Wyatt Blomseth both
shot 156 to finish tied with
three other golfers for 28
place overall.

“For the first time
down here, a young
team, they should realize
they’re as good as any-
body down here and we
can come down and be
under 300 next year,” said
Gorden.

The Blake School shot
a 292 to open the tourna-
ment, while Holy Fam-
ily came in with 300, as
the second through fifth
place teams were separat-
ed by only nine strokes

BOYS to page 2B »
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Blake School paced first round, Lakers fifth
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Wednesday morning.

ROBERT WILLIAMS/TRIBUNE
WYATT BLOMSETH tees off on the eighth hole of Ridges at
Sand Creek during the first round of the Class AA state meet

BY ROBERT WILLIAMS
rwilliams@dInewspapers.com

The Detroit Lakes boys
golf team was in the middle of
the pack after finishing their
opening rounds Wednesday
morning due to Tuesday’s
rain delays.

“We’re right in the middle
of the thing, hopefully, we've
got a few good rounds this af-
ternoon,” Ryan Paskey said.
“It’s doable, but we have our
work cut out for us.”

Paskey was the low Laker
carding a three-over 75, fol-
lowed by section champion
Aaron Schnathorst with a 76.

Wednesday morning’s
conditions were windy after
Tuesday’s rainfall, leading
to a different start mid-round
for all the players.

“The wind is more of a fac-
tor than anything, especially
down below,” said Paskey
“It is what it is. If you have
to start your round with a
putt, it’s a little different but
we just didn’t think anything
different of it. We maybe
warmed up a little different
on the practice green today,
but that’s about it.”

Paskey had one birdie
Tuesday afternoon and hit a
lot of pars Wednesday, lead-
ing to a tough double bogey

on 18 to finish his round still
in the top 10.

“It’s a tough green with
a tough pin location,” Pas-
key said. “I didn’t have any
three putts today, just kind of
grinding it out.”

Isaac Cihak and Wyatt
Blomseth completed the scor-
ing foursome for the Lakers,
with matching scores of 79.

“It wasn’t too bad; I strug-
gled putting a bit,” said
Blomseth. “I was battling for
par and just trying to grind it
out.”

Austin Fritz shot an 80 and
Ben Unruh carded an 83.

The Blake School (292) held
an eight stroke lead over Holy
Family Catholic (300).

The Lakers were in fifth
place with a 309, behind Min-
newaska (302) and Herman-
town (303).

Becker held sixth place
with a score of 318, followed
by Rochester Lourdes (324)
and Albert Lea (333).

Derek Hitchner posted a
strong 65 (-7) to lead the field
by five strokes and pace the
Blake School to first place.

Alex Wilson shot matching
35s on both sides to grab sec-
ond place with a two-under
70.

Detroit Lakes faced a diffi-
cult task to make up 17 strokes

on the leaders, but had plenty
of room to move up the score-
board nine strokes back of
second place Holy Family.

“We want to stay solid and
patient; play it one hole at a
time,” said Blomseth.

Minnesota Class AA state boys
golf championship, Ridges at Sand
Creek, Jordan, Minn. Wednesday,
June 15.

Team scores

The Blake School 292

Holy Family 300

Minnewaska 302

Hermantown 303

Detroit Lakes 309

Becker 318

Rochester Lourdes 324

Albert Lea 333

Leaderboard (Top 10)

Derek Hitchner Blake School 33-32 65
Alex Wilson Holy Family 35-35 70
Dylan Samberg Hermantown 35-36 71
Alex Syverson Albert Lea 35-37 72

lan Murray Blake School 36-36 72
Esten Stensrud Minnewaska 38-34 72
Isaac Burgess Minnewaska 37-36 73
Jon Espe Duluth Marshall 39-35 74
Lincoln Cizek Holy Family 36-38 74
Ryan Paskey Detroit Lakes 37-38 75
DL scores

Ryan Paskey 37-38 75

Aaron Schnathorst 37-39 76

Isaac Cihak 39-40 79

Wyatt Blomseth 39-40 79

Austin Fritz 40-40 80

Ben Unruh 44-39 83

m Laker boys to return five starters with state meet experience m Perfect ending to DL season
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after the first 18 holes.

“Happy with what we
did, disappointed because
I thought we could finish
in the top three and we
could have had we fin-
ished a little bit,” said
Gorden.

Isaac Cihak placed
45" with a score of 159,
followed by Ben Unruh,
who shot 160 in 50 place.
Unruh rebounded from a
tough opening nine score
of 44 to shoot three con-
secutive rounds of 39, 38
and 39.

Austin Fritz, the
team’s lone senior, placed
71t with a final score of
168.

“These guys can decide
how good they want to
be with how much work
they put in,” Gorden said
of the returning five start-
ers. “It’s been a lot of fun.
The kids really came on
this year and got better
and better.”

Wednesday’s rounds at
the boys tournament ran
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., mak-
ing for an exhausting 14-
hour day of tournament
play.
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Minnesota Class AA state

golf championship, Ridges at
Sand Creek, Jordan, Minn.
Wednesday, June 15.

Team scores

1 The Blake School 589

2 Holy Family Catholic 604

3 Minnewaska 614

3 Hermantown 614

5 Detroit Lakes 620

7 Rochester Lourdes 652

8 Albert Lea 666

Leaderboard (Top 10)

1 Derek Hitchner Blake 134

2 Alex Wilson Holy Family 145

3 Drew O’Hern St. Paul Academy
147

3 Esten Stensrud Minnewaska
147

3 Cecil Belisle Red Wing 147

6 Alex Syverson Albert Lea 148
6 Paul Starkey Providence
Academy 148

8 Dylan Kolquist Hermantown 149
8 Lincoln Cizek Holy Family 149
DL Scores

12 Ryan Paskey 37-38 40-37
152

28 Aaron Schnathorst 37-39 39-
41 156

28 Wyatt Blomseth 39-40 40-37
156

45 Isaac Cihak 39-40 41-39 159
50 Ben Unruh 44-39 38-39 160
71 Austin Fritz 40-40 42-46 168
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there.”

PAUL GREGERSEN/SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE
AARON SCHNATHORST fires his tee shot on hole no.
10 during the final round of the Class AA state meet
Wednesday afternoon.

ship on the line for Kate
and these girls. They’re
young; they’re new and
have been looking up to
the 2013 and 14 teams for
so many years and for
them to now pave their
own way. This was on our
goal sheet. We knew we
could do it one stroke at a
time, one course at a time,
one meet at a time.”

Smith has been part
of four of DL’s five state
team championships.

“Knowing that I was
there through that, it’s
pretty cool,” she said.

The Lakers capped
the season with a perfect
ending for both Smith
and the team, and did so
by taking on the toughest
competition early in the
season to be prepared for
state.

“As a coach that is al-
ways a goal, to peak at the
end of the season,” Har-
rier said. “We set up the
schedule this year to be
quite aggressive and we
saw Edina and Red Wing
and Lake City. That’s
what I wanted for these
girls — to know what’s out

Smith will continue her
golf career this fall at the
University of Nebraska.

Minnesota Class AA state girls
golf championship; Ridges at
Sand Creek, Jordan, Minn.
Wednesday, June 15.

Team scores

1 Detroit Lakes 633

2 Lake City 642

3 Breck 675

4 Cathedral 719

5 Minnewaska 720

6 International Falls 733

7 Jordan 759

8 Visitation 764

Leaderboard (Top 10)

1 Kate Smith 139

1 Anni Heck Visitation 139

3 Alayna Eldred Osakis 146

4 Alex Stone Pequot Lakes 150

5 Emily Schimbeno Lake City 156
6 Abby Schramel Detroit Lakes
158

6 Ally Tiedeman Crookston 158

8 Grace Zumwinkle Breck 160

9 Lidia Wallerich Lake City 162

10 Olivia Johnson Hill Murray 163
10 Lexi Geolat Lake City 163
Other DL scores:

12 Maddie Herzog 164

38 Lauren Tschider 178

42 Shelby Busker 180

59 Anna Cihak 190

Area scores

18 Becca Huus Perham 166
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State
Boys
Golf

Photos by Robert Williams

d nd Pa UI Gregers en BEN UNRUH hits driver off the elevated second tee box at Ridges at Sand Creek during the state AA meet.

FAR LEFT: Senior Austin
Fritz tees off during his
final round as a Laker.
Above: Wyatt Blomseth
on the no. 10 tee box
during the final, weather-
delayed round, at the
state tournament. Left:
Aaron Schnathorst eyes
up an approach shot with
assistant coach and his
father Vern Schnathorst
at Ridges at Sand Creek
Wednesday during the
Class AA state meet.

ABOVE: Ryan Paskey watches a drive. Paskey led
the Lakers finishing in a tie for 12th place. Middle:
Isaac Cihak carded consistent rounds as the fourth
Laker on the leaderboard. Right: Aaron Schnathorst
tied with teammate Wyatt Blomseth in 28th place
overall. Below: Laker boys on the practice green.
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“State Girls Golf

Photos by Robert Williams and Paul Gregersen

TOP: The Laker girls take the traditional leap in the pond at Ridges at Sand Creek. Left: Shelby Busker tees off
during opening round play at state. Above: Kate Smith holds up the championship trophy with her teammates.

ABOVE: Anna Cihak hits a fairway wood on the back nine. Right: Head Coach Cali
Harrier and Kate Smith embrace after Smith’s final putt to earn a fifth consecutive
individual state championship Wednesday afternoon in Jordan.

Maddie Herzog reacts to leaving a chip hanging on the lip of the cup on hole no. 13 Wednesday. Right: Abby
Schramel watches her drive on the way to a sixth place individual finish at the Class AA state meet.




